CRIMINAL JUSTICE

The goal of the criminal justice system is to arrest, detain, and punish people who break the
law. But in an attempt to protect society, can justice-seeking sometimes lead to injustice?

Consider the case of Trayvon Martin, an unarmed teenager who was shot and killed by a
neighborhood watch coordinator because he “looked suspicious.” Martin was African
American, and wearing a hooded sweatshirt. This was enough for a jury to find the shooter,
George Zimmerman, not guilty.

Black men (and boys) are more likely than other ethnic groups and women to be treated
unfairly in an encounter with law enforcement.

For those who are found guilty, study after study demonstrates that prison sentencing
is unequal, with Black and Latino men being given longer sentences than White men

who commit similar crimes. However, once released, all former convicts face an uphill

battle to reintegrate into society — with many job opportunities and even the right to vote
being closed to them.

Consider the following questions.
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crime occurred. He no longer lived in Redlands
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